Call for Overhaul of Licensing System for Animal Medicines
Wednesday 10 September 2009
The EU licensing system for veterinary medicines is time-consuming, inefficient and costly and needs to be completely overhauled, according to the representative body for the European animal health industry. 
Declan O’Brien, Director of the Brussels-based International Federation for Animal Health (IFAH) said the system where medicines are assessed and authorised in each member state must come to an end.  

Addressing a conference run by the Animal and Plant Health Association (APHA) in Dublin, Declan O’Brien he proposed a system where an application for a license for a veterinary medicine would be assessed by an expert group on behalf of the 27 member states, which would issue one marketing authorisation for the entire EU.

Described by Declan O’Brien as the 1-1-1 Concept ( one dossier, one single assessment and one decision for market authorisation), this overhaul of the licensing system would stimulate innovation, reduce time and cost in getting medicines to the market and create a level playing pitch for all stakeholders.  It would also lead to greater availability of medicines in smaller countries such as Ireland.

He said that the European animal health sector will be pressing for this new system to be taken on board as part of the review of animal medicines legislation which gets underway next year.

Declan O’Brien also gave details of a new coding system for animal medicines which will involve a complete tracing system from manufacture through wholesaler and retailer to veterinary practitioners and farmers.  This will save time, reduce the risk of human error and lead to complete traceability to the animal that was administered the medicine.
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