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PRESS RELEASE

For Publication Tuesday 12 September 2006
 

Ireland’s Animal Health Performance is Patchy

 

For a country that relies so heavily on animal health status to drive and sustain food exports, Ireland’s performance in controlling animal diseases is patchy, a national conference was told.
 

Professor Simon More of UCD told the annual conference of the Animal and Plant Health Association (APHA) that in areas of animal health where the government is not involved Ireland is not currently achieving international best practice.  This includes diseases such as mastitis, infectious bovine rhinotracheitis (IBR), Johne’s disease and bovine viral diarrhea (BVD).

 

Professor More said that where government is involved there has been substantial progress towards eradication of brucellosis and the resolution of the BSE issue.  While progress towards eradication of bovine TB has stalled, Ireland is leading international efforts towards a practical solution to the problems presented by an infected wildlife reservoir.

 

He said that in 2004, based on value of exports, Ireland was the third highest global exporter of butter and cheese and the seventh highest global exporter of beef. 

 

“Because of the special importance of animal health in international trade and the impact, perceived or otherwise, of animal disease on product quality, the health status of our animals is critical to the international competitiveness of our agriculture and food products,” said Professor More.

 

While there is broad acceptance of the need for Ireland to achieve international best practice in key areas of animal health, little progress has yet been made towards this goal,” he added.

 

Professor More, who is attached to the Centre for Epidemiology and Risk Analysis in UCD, outlined details of a proposed new herd health initiative aimed at improving the animal health status of the national herd.

 

“This would involve industry and government coming together to form a not-for-profit organisation that would provide focus, leadership and co-ordination of all non-regulatory animal health issues in Ireland.  Through a co-operative partnership between all relevant stakeholders, it would develop an integrated national approach to these animal health issues with a firm focus on profitability at farm level, market access and international competitiveness,” he said.

 

Professor More said while there is strong support for the initiative in government, among service providers and in some sectors of industry, it is entirely up to industry whether it is willing and able to meet this challenge.
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