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PPP legislation 
Sustainable Use Directive (SUD) 
Drinking water 
Minimising risk 
 -Buffer zones 
 -Safeguard zones 
Integrated Pest Management 
Specific measures 
Storage & Record Keeping 
Application equipment 
 -Weed wipers 
Water protection 
Inspections 

Overview 
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Pesticide Registration Division 
Pesticide Controls Division 

Approval of 
Pesticides 

Residues in 
Food/Feed 

Classification 
and Labelling 

Sustainable 
Use of 

Pesticides  

DAFM is the Competent Authority for regulation of pesticides in Ireland  

Regulatory framework 
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EU thematic strategy (PPPs) 

Statistics regulation 

 

Residue monitoring 

 

Water monitoring 

 

Authorisation regulation 

1107/2009/EC                                     PRE-MARKET 

Sustainable Use Directive 128/2009/EC 

                  USE 

Machinery Directive 127/2009/EC 

Pesticide residues 

Waste legislation               DISPOSAL/DEGREDATION 

Water Framework Directive     
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National 
Action  

Plan 

Training 
and 

education 
(advisors, 

distributors, 

professional 
users) 

Controls on 
application 

equipment 

Controls on 
storage, 

supply and 
disposal of 

PPPs 

Controls on 
use of PPPs 

in specified 
areas 

(protection 

of water) 

Integrated 

Pest 
Management 

(IPM) 

Sustainable Use Directive 

Revised National Action Plan 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pestic

ides/sustainable_use_pesticides/nap

_en#ireland 
 

Information on protection of water – 

pp. 23-24 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/sustainable_use_pesticides/nap_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/sustainable_use_pesticides/nap_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/sustainable_use_pesticides/nap_en
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0.1 microgram/L = 0.1 ppb 
(1 part in 10 billion) 
 
Equivalent to one drop in an Olympic-sized swimming pool 
(375,000 litres); 1 stem in 111,000 hay bales, 1 baked 
bean in 21 million cans, 1 second in 317 years 
 
Not a health-based standard 
(Political decision from 1980 to use 0.1 ppb as a surrogate for zero.) 

 
 

Drinking water 



Body Level One 

Body Level Two 

Body Level Three 

Body Level Four 

Body Level Five 
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One foil seal contains enough pesticide to 

breach 0.1 microgram/L level along 30 km of 

a typical stream 

Why is there an issue? 



Body Level One 

Body Level Two 

Body Level Three 

Body Level Four 

Body Level Five 
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Drinking water standard for individual pesticides = 0.1 microgram/L 

Multiple exceedances of legal limit for MCPA in drinking water sources 

What is the issue? 
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MCPA 
(4-chloro-2-methylphenoxy) acetic acid 

 
 

Be water aware with MCPA!   
NEVER APPLY THROUGH A WEEDWIPER 

 

Minimising the risk 
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• No-spray strip of a specified minimum width between 
the edge of a water body and the edge of the treated 
area. 

 
• Legal requirement to comply with buffer zone specified 

on product label. 
 
• Applies to all types of surface water body, e.g. ditches, 

streams, ponds, rivers and lakes. 
 
 
 

 

 

Buffer zones 



Body Level One 

Body Level Two 

Body Level Three 

Body Level Four 

Body Level Five 
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Safeguard zones 

Safeguard zones CANNOT be adjusted 



Body Level One 

Body Level Two 

Body Level Three 

Body Level Four 

Body Level Five 
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 Safeguard zones  

around water abstraction points (including wells ) 

  200m   500 people (>100 m3) 

  100m   50-500 people (>10 m3) 

  25m    10-50 people (1-10 m3) 

  5m   10 or less people (<1 m3) 

 

  15m    Landscape feature  

      (karst area, sink hole or collapse feature) 

 

Buffer Zones  1m-50m  Particular to the product 

      Aquatic/NTA/NTP 

Specific measures to protect Aquatic Environment and 
Drinking Water 



Body Level One 

Body Level Two 

Body Level Three 

Body Level Four 

Body Level Five 
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Reduction in application rate for ‘straight’ MCPA products. 

Extended prohibited use period from end of September until beginning of March. 

Mandatory requirement for a 5 m buffer zone. 

Mandatory product stewardship scheme requiring raw water monitoring of phenoxyacids in priority 
areas and promotion of best practice standards nationally. 

Video on best practice for using MCPA for rush control. 

MCPA measures 

https://youtu.be/xQqtZ7jifUs 
 
(Irish Water, Teagasc, DAFM) 

https://youtu.be/xQqtZ7jifUs
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Advice leaflets - Protecting Drinking Water 
from Pesticides 

www.epa.ie/water/dw/protectingdrinkingwatersupplies/ 

http://www.epa.ie/water/dw/protectingdrinkingwatersupplies/


Body Level One 

Body Level Two 

Body Level Three 

Body Level Four 

Body Level Five 
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1

5 



Body Level One 

Body Level Two 

Body Level Three 

Body Level Four 

Body Level Five 
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1

6 
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Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a sustainable approach to manage pests that combines 

biological, cultural, physical and chemical tools in a way that minimizes economic, health, and 

environmental risks.  

 

It relies on technical solutions to manage weeds, pests and diseases but also takes social, 

economic and  environmental factors into account. 

 

What is IPM? 

Legal requirement SI 155 of 2012 
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Support documents 

Integrated Pest Management 

 

http://images.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://www.berndkraft.com/cms/site_tpl/single_cont/img/etikett_symbole_en.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.berndkraft.com/cms/site_action/gefahrensymbole.html&usg=__aD2tCoHzArRgp-2rmh1CKvYAUUI=&h=325&w=350&sz=64&hl 


Body Level One 

Body Level Two 

Body Level Three 

Body Level Four 

Body Level Five 
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IPM End User Level 
Also to maintain PPP records 
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•Is pest/weed control necessary? 

•What are the options available? 

•If PPP is to be used what is the classification of the product? 

•Has a risk assessment been carried out? 

•How can we reduce risks? 

•Timing, staffing, equipment. 

IPM Considerations 



Body Level One 

Body Level Two 

Body Level Three 

Body Level Four 

Body Level Five 
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National Action Plan recently 
updated and published 

Greater detail on implementation of 
Integrated Pest Management 
principles 

Provision for testing all types of 
application equipment, other than 
knapsack sprayers 

Progress – Sustainable Use of Pesticides Directive 
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Storing & using PPPs 
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Boom sprayers <3m 

Slug pellet applicators 

Maize sowing equipment 

Drill mounted applicators 

Weed wipers / weed lickers 

Foggers 

PAE inspections 
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Operators must be trained and registered with the DAFM as a Professional User 
 
If providing a contracting service, specialist training course in the use of weed-
wipers, e.g. Lantra Level 2 Award in the safe application of pesticide using 
vehicle mounted or trailed wick type applicators or City & Guilds PA1 + PA2F – 
mounted or trailed wick type applicator, or QQI Level 5 Mechanical Pesticide 
Application (5N20435). 
 
Only use professional use products containing glyphosate  
 
Must keep records of all applications of professional use PPPs 
 

Weed wipers – compliance 
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Abstraction points 

Sprayer filling 

Remnant management 

Cleaning sprayer 

Disposal of revoked products 

Disposal of containers and packaging 

 

Inspection focus  
2018 CC inspections (SMR 10) 

X 

X 
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Care when giving advice! 

“Rain water is generally satisfactory but many rivers and most 
boreholes have high pH water.” – Farming Indo (2019)  

It is illegal to: 
 
Fill PPP application equipment  
directly from a water course 
 
Mix, load or handle PPPs  
immediately adjacent to a 
water course 
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1. Plan 

2. Read and follow the label 

3. Check use restrictions 

4. Manage resistance build up 

5. Know your equipment 

6. Buffer zones 

7. Droplet size/nozzle type 

8. Monitor weather conditions 

9. Talk to your neighbours 

10. Triple rinse and dispose of containers appropriately 

11. Keep records of use and evaluation of treatment 

Thinking of spraying! 



Body Level One 

Body Level Two 

Body Level Three 

Body Level Four 

Body Level Five 
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Being water aware can help maintain the toolbox of 
available options 

It’s in your hands 

www.pcs.agriculture.gov.ie 
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Thanks for listening 

www.pcs.agriculture.gov.ie      E-mail:  pcs@agriculture.gov.ie 

 

http://www.pcs.agriculture.gov.ie/

